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Methodology

▪ Data taken from the 2018 official control activities on 

pesticide residues in food carried out in the European 

Union (EU) Member States (EFSA, 2020; 93,153 

samples). 

▪ Banned pesticides were taken from the Prior 

Informed Consent Regulation [PIC, Regulation (EU) 

649/2012], which applies to banned or severely 

restricted chemicals listed in Annex I, including 

pesticides. Only pesticides that were part of the list in 

2018 were considered (160 substances).   
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Overview – banned pesticides

▪ In total, residues of 74 pesticides banned in EU 

pesticides were detected in 5811 food samples (6.2%) 

sold in the European market. 
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Exports
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▪ A high number of 

different pesticides that 

have been banned in the 

EU was found in food 

coming from China (30), 

India (25), Thailand (23), 

Brazil (13), Vietnam (14), 

Morocco (12) and Peru 

(12). 



Conclusions

▪Banned pesticides are detected in European food 

▪MRLs are not always set to zero following a ban

▪ Banned due to environmental toxicity

▪ International MRLs (Codex) and import tolerances

▪ Parent compound not banned

Recommendations

▪ Stop exports of banned pesticides

▪ Adopt a zero-tolerance policy for banned pesticides in 

food



Lets work together towards a healthier future


